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ABSTRACT

The use of images has become routine in modern times. We can easily capture, access,
and instantly edit images and upload them online. Images can also be conveniently viewed
on screens of different sizes, unaffected by space and time. As images become real-time
information that can be exchanged on various devices at any moment, we are compelled to
question whether screens have become mere containers and whether the viewing mechanism

behind these images has been overlooked in this fast-paced image structure.

This paper embarks on examining the essence of digital images, capturing the initial
state of images on screens, and extending the discussion to the materiality of images. Pixels
in digital images are both the information on the screen and the hidden message in a blank
image. By detaching and then re-integrating the visual surface of the screen with its physical
structure, I raise questions about whether digital images have boundaries, expanding the
perspective to the audience and the space outside the screen. During my experimental image-
making, I proposed the theoretical method of "image mapping." These digital images are
made from image machines, binding digital images with viewing mechanisms, creating a
read-only attribute of engaging with the work. I developed this concept in two directions:
first, the internal aspects of the image within the screen, which includes the visual
information inherent in the image machine itself, and second, the external physical space of
the screen, where the light and shadow reflected from the screen into the space, and the
intervention of natural light into digital images further transform the space into an image. In
the solo exhibition "Screen in Illusion" at Waley Art, I attempted to treat the exhibition space
as an image, exploring what the "truth" of an image is through the recursive relationships

"non;: nn

between "screen," "image," "viewer," and "site."

Drawing from my thinking context on digital images, I introduced the core concept of
image mapping, utilizing digital visuality as a working method and applying it to both virtual
image spaces and physical architectural spaces. Through the writing of this paper, I analyze
my dissatisfaction with and redefinition of contemporary images while offering a different

perspective through this reimagining.

Keywords: screen, boundary, image mapping, image mechanism, image field.
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