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Rolling Images in Contemporary Society
Advisor: Jia-Ming Day
Student: Bing-Jhen Chang

Abstract

This thesis selects five of my recent moving image works to explore how, in a
contemporary society saturated with digital media, images have evolved from mere tools for
representing reality into simulacra that constructs—or even replaces—reality itself. I often
wander through urban spaces and casually photograph scenes, using these aimlessly collected
images of cityscapes as the foundation of my creative process. My works employ techniques
such as image slicing, recompositing, 3D modeling, and animated fabric simulations, allowing
the imagery to appear unstable, fragmented, and disconnected from any concrete reality. These
works reflect a state in which, surrounded by a constant stream of images, we are increasingly
unable to distinguish our relationship with reality, trapped within an overwhelming symbolic

system.

Images are one of our primary ways of connecting with the world; through the symbols
embedded in images, we gain experiences without needing to undergo them ourselves. But are
these experiences truly real? The sense of alienation I often feel in everyday life seems to stem
from a rupture between myself and these mediated experiences. This sense of estrangement is a
key influence on the tone of my work, making it important to analyze its origins as part of
understanding my creative process. This paper applies Jean Baudrillard's theory of simulacra to
examine the current state of society and connects this analysis to my personal life and artistic

practice.

Keyword: Daily Life, Anxiety, Gap, Moving Image, Alienation, Temporary
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