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ABSTRACT

Before Becoming: Imagination at the Periphery traces my personal explorations of art
throughout my growth, grounded in imaginings of the center from the perspectives of
geographic, social, and spatial peripheries. “Before becoming” generally refers to situations
positioned at the periphery relative to a center. Marginality here refers not only to
geopolitical and cultural-political issues, but also to gaps within exhibition spaces, material
boundaries, and questions of identity and roles—dimensions that are intimately tied to the
artistic periphery. The transitional phases—before an artwork becomes recognized as an
artwork, or before an artist becomes recognized as an artist—serve as generative
opportunities for my creative practice. In my work, I engage in philosophical reflections on
space, site, boundaries, and objects, while reflexive questioning also touches on issues of
power and political relations. Behind the forms of the works lies a concern for how we exist

socially in the world.

This thesis aims to articulate how, in pursuing the center of the art world, I became
aware of the challenges within Taiwan’s contemporary art ecology. By working through the
dual roles of artist and art practitioner, I attempt to highlight these issues. Through this
artistic project, I hope to bring attention to matters positioned at the periphery of art and to
encourage reflection and dialogue, while fostering a greater care and appreciation for the art

environment we inhabit.

The thesis is organized into six chapters. Chapter One outlines my engagement with the
field of art, which made me aware of marginality in terms of both identity and geography.

From these two dimensions, I consider how space, boundaries, and positioning influence my
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work, forming the contextual foundation for this thesis. Chapter Two reviews my previous
works, showing how I have engaged concepts, light, objects, and materials in shaping and
reflecting on spatial concerns. Chapter Three discusses the challenges within Taiwan’s art
scene and highlights that internal issues in contemporary exhibition mechanisms also
constitute a form of marginality deserving attention. Chapter Four presents the conceptual
framework of my creative projects, introducing the key concepts of “In Between Exhibitions”
and “Sidestepping,” drawn from my own experiences. Chapter Five develops the project In
Between Exhibitions: The Sidestepping Presences, applying the two key concepts to reverse
the audience’s embodied position in the gallery and foreground the often invisible
contributions of behind-the-scenes collaborators. Chapter Six concludes with reflections on
Taiwan’s position in the international context, using this perspective to reflect on the internal

conditions of the art scene and provide overall insights.

Keywords: Periphery, Marginality, In Between Exhibitions, Sidestepping, Installation

Process, Labor, Space, Site, Video, Installation.
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